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Tuesday, February 11, was the last day to introduce bills in the House of 
Delegates. As of Friday, 1,509 House bills had been introduced with 117 
of them passed and sent to the Senate. Today is the last day to introduce 
bills in the Senate. As of Friday, 796 Senate bills have been introduced 
with 117 of them passed by the Senate. There will be a number of Senate 
bills introduced today in order to meet the deadline requirement. The next 
deadline of consequence is Sunday, February 23. This is last day a bill 
must be reported out of committee to ensure three full days of reading. All 
bills must pass their house of origin by Wednesday, February 26, in order 
to be considered in this legislative session. 

 

While there hasn’t been a great deal of legislation affecting the 
association or our members, activity picked up on a number of bills that 
required action by CAWV members last week. 

 

On a positive note, one of CAWV’s own was honored last week. Gary 
Young, past CAWV president and president of G&G Builders, Inc., was 
honored by the West Virginia Senate for being named “West Virginia’s 
Outstanding Tree Farmer for 2020.” Senators presented him with S.R. 35 
commemorating him for his commitment to “the long-term productivity of 
his property by implementing a forest management program that 
promotes good growth, improves the overall quality of the property, and 
generates income from the possible sale of forest products by managing 
stands for wildlife habitat, clean water, and controlling invasive species, 
and sharing his conservation ethic with other landowners.”  

 

COMPUTER SOFTWARE BILL DIES IN HOUSE COMMITTEE 

 

The CAWV and architectural and engineering community mounted strong 
opposition to H.B. 2756 and S.B. 737, a bill to require contractors using 
computers to complete government contracts on a software that verifies 
the amount of hours worked on the computer for the contract.  Many 
members responded to a CAWV Legislative Alert asking them to contract 
their legislators to oppose these bills. H.B. 2756 died in the House 
Industry and Labor Committee Thursday.   

 

CAWV’s concern on the bills include the following. CAWV members are 
encouraged to contact their senators since S.B. 737 could still be placed 
on the agenda of the Senate Government Organization Committee. 

 

http://www.wvlegislature.gov/bill_status/Resolution_History.cfm?year=2020&sessiontype=RS&input4=35&billtype=r&houseorig=s&btype=res
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=2756&year=2020&sessiontype=RS&btype=bill
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◼ This bill would have a negative impact on every business that 

chooses to work with the State of West Virginia.  
 

◼ The software, which the CAWV believes is only available from one 
company, would collect, hold and use data, much of which is 
confidential and proprietary.  

 
◼ The storage requirements alone are staggering, but the security 

risks are even more alarming. All keystrokes, usernames, 
passwords and other private information could be captured by a 
third party. 

 
◼ Predatory oversight by an unregulated out of state entity that could 

collect and hold data is not only a bad business practice, it sets a 
standard of distrust between vendors and the state which could 
result in companies deciding not to engage in contracting with the 
state of West Virginia. 

 
◼ Tracking computer usage and activity is an invasive process that 

doesn’t come close to capturing all the work that goes into a 
project. Project management involves much more than inputting 
data into a computer. This bill wouldn’t even meet the stated 
objectives of the proposed bill. 

 
◼ The government contracting process has thorough accountability 

and oversight. There are plenty of programs in place to make sure 
the contractor is meeting the contractual requirements of the 
project. 

 

BILL REQUIRES BOND FOR PAYMENT OF MUNICIPAL TAXES 

 

H.B. 4811, introduced by Speaker Roger Hanshaw and Minority Leader 
Tim Miley, would require vendors bidding on state contracts in excess of 
$1 million furnish surety bonds for the purpose of paying municipal taxes 
where the contract work will be performed. The bill is result of a legislative 
study that reported municipalities were missing out on business and 
occupation taxes and other fees when contractors, particularly out-of-state 
firms, working within city limits finish the project without paying local 
taxes. The CAWV noted at the time that many agencies require 
contractors to furnish a release from municipalities showing payment 
before final payment can be released. The bill has a single reference to 
House Government Organization Committee.  

 

The way H.B. 4811 is written, all bidders would have to submit this 
additional bond with their bid instead of only the low bidder having to 
provide a bond prior to award of the contract. The state Purchasing 
Director would determine the amount of the bond that would be required. 

 

A companion bill, H.B. 4869, requires a public entity bidding on a public 
contract to notify all municipalities and counties that the project will be 

http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4811&year=2020&sessiontype=RS&btype=bill
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=4869&year=2020&sessiontype=RS&btype=bill


performed within their borders. On first read, this would eliminate the need 
for H.B. 4811. Currently, the WV Division of Highways and other owners 
require contractors to provide proof that all permits, licenses and taxes 
have been paid before release of final payment. If all contracts had this 
provision, all bidders, including out-of-state firms bidding a project for the 
first time, would know to take care of their municipal B&O tax obligations.  
The CAWV will be proposing that position to lawmakers this week. 

 

SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE APPROVES SBA RULES 

 

The Senate Education Committee passed out S.B. 652 Thursday. The bill 
is the School Building Authority’s legislative rules dealing with 
construction and architectural rules for school construction projects 
funded by the SBA. The SBA and CAWV Joint Architects Committee have 
worked on simplifying rules for construction projects. 

 

BILLS REDUCE HIGHWAY FUNDS 

 

Bills continue to be introduced to repeal the registration fee for alternate 
fuel vehicles that was part of the 2017 highway funding legislation. H.B. 
4947 was introduced and was referred to committees on Technology and 
Infrastructure then Finance. The CAWV argues that these vehicles utilize 
roads and bridges the same as gasoline and diesel vehicles and, 
therefore, should pay their fair share to maintain highways. Nearly 45 bills 
have been introduced this session addressing highway funding or 
maintenance issues. 

 

H.B. 2646 WAGE AND HOUR SAFE HARBOR  

 

H.B. 2646 provides a safe harbor for employers to correct underpayment 
or nonpayment of wages and benefits due to separated employees. 
Under current law, if employers don’t pay a separated employee final 
wages or benefits, they open themselves up to lawsuits resulting in 
payment of wages, double damages and payment of legal fees. This bill 
gives employers seven days to correct any inaccuracies due to oversight 
or common mistakes. The bill passed out of House Industry & Labor 
Committee Thursday and is now in Judiciary Committee. 

 

BILLS IMPACTING BUSINESS IN WEST VIRGINIA 

 

HB 4001 – Establishing the Mountaineer Impact Fund  

One of House Speaker Roger Hanshaw’s top priorities is establishing a 
capital investment fund that would let the state partner with companies or 
the sovereign funds of other nations. The bill, which has bi-partisan 

support, remains on 3
rd
 Reading on the House Inactive Calendar.  

 

HB 4619 – Electric Utility Middle-Mile Broadband  
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Approving plans proposed by electric utilities to install middle-mile 
broadband fiber. The bill has passed its first committee reference and will 
now go to the Judiciary Committee. 

 

Senate Joint Resolution 8 - Manufacturing Growth Amendment  

The purpose of this amendment is to submit the proposed “Manufacturing 
Growth Amendment” to the Constitution of the State to the voters of this 
State for ratification or rejection at the general election in 2020. This 
legislation would remove the tax on manufacturing equipment and 
inventory. The bill was introduced on Jan. 21 and referred to Judiciary 
then Finance. 

 

Sen. Joint Resolution 9 - Eliminate or Lower Ad Valorem Tax on 
Motor Vehicles  

Amendment Authorizing Legislature to Eliminate or Lower Ad Valorem 
Tax on Motor Vehicles and Any Other Tangible Personal Property. In 
essence, the resolution calls for a constitutional amendment to give the 
Legislature control over ad valorem and personal property taxation in 
West Virginia. The resolution had been approved by the Senate Judiciary 
Committee and is now in the Senate Finance Committee for further 
consideration.  

 

Below is a list of bills that have been introduced this week that have 
an impact on the construction industry or some CAWV members. 
Anyone needing further information can contact Mike Clowser at 
(304) 342-1166 or email at mclowser@cawv.org. 

 

 

HOUSE BILLS 

Bill # Sponsors Proposal Introduced/Committee 

HB 4791 Del. Foster and Waxman 

Altering the definition of a specialty 
contractor under the West Virginia 
Contractor Licensing Act 

02/11/20 - To 
Government 
Organization 

HB 4794 

Del. Hamrick, Dean, 
Maynard, Barnhart, Cadle, 

Higginbotham, Hanna, 
Staggers, Howell, 
Rodighiero and R. 

Thompson 

Issuing specialty motor vehicle registration 
plates for businesses owning a fleet of 25 or 
more vehicles (FN) 

02/11/20 - To 
Technology and 
Infrastructure then 
Government 
Organization 

HB 4798 Del. Foster and Waxman 

Creating an exemption under the West 
Virginia Contractor Licensing Act for work 
performed by certain subcontracted 
specialty contractors 

02/11/20 - To 
Government 
Organization 

HB 4803 Del. Capito 

Directing the State Fire Commission to 
promulgate a legislative rule related to code 
official certification standards 

02/11/20  - To 
Government 
Organization 
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HB 4806 Del. Angelucci 

Including rumble strips on construction 
projects involving two lane secondary roads 
(FN) 

02/11/20 - To 
Technology and 
Infrastructure then 
Government 
Organization 

HB 4811 Del. Hanshaw (Mr. 
Speaker) and Miley 

Relating to requirements for state contracts 
02/11/20  - To 
Government 
Organization 

HB 4816 Del. Hanshaw (Mr. 
Speaker) and Miley 

Removing the provisions for self-bonding 
02/11/20  - To Energy 
then the Judiciary 

HB 4847 Del. Longstreth 

Requiring the commissioner to establish a 
website for state residents to submit road 
maintenance requests 

02/11/20 - To 
Technology and 
Infrastructure then 
Government 
Organization 

HB 4853 
Del. C. Martin, Hanshaw 
(Mr. Speaker), P. Martin 

and Butler 

Relating to a customer constructing a 
connection or other infrastructure necessary 
for the customer to connect to the public 
utility 

02/11/20 - To 
Technology and 
Infrastructure then the 
Judiciary 

HB 4860 
Del. Howell, C. Martin, 

Porterfield, Hamrick and 
Waxman 

Discontinuing the Board of Landscape 
Architects and transferring its duties and 
authority to the Board of Registration for 
Professional Engineers 

02/11/20 - To 
Government 
Organization 

HB 4869 Del. Hanshaw (Mr. 
Speaker) and Miley 

Requiring a public entity accepting a bid on 
a public contract to notify all municipalities 
and counties 

02/11/20 - To Political 
Subdivisions then 
Government 
Organization 

HB 4886 Del. Hanshaw (Mr. 
Speaker) and Miley 

Requiring the PSC and the DOH to submit 
reports concerning activity on the Coal 
Resource Transportation Road System 

02/11/20 - To 
Government 
Organization 

HB 4947 Del. Angelucci, Campbell, 
Longstreth and S. Brown 

Repealing additional registration fees for 
alternative fuel vehicles (FN) 

02/11/20 - To 
Technology and 
Infrastructure then 
Finance 

 

SENATE BILLS 

Bill # Sponsors Proposal Introduced/Committee 

SB 751 Sen. Rucker 

Removing certain requirements of 
municipality annexing property within urban 
growth boundary 

02/11/20 - Government 
Organization 

SB 753 
Sen. Maynard, Trump, 
Rucker, Plymale and 

Hardesty 

Authorizing PSC approve plans to install 
middle-mile broadband fiber (FN) 

02/12/20 - Government 
Organization 
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SB 755 
Sen. Palumbo, Ihlenfeld, 

Jeffries, Takubo, 
Clements and Hardesty 

Relating to High-Wage Growth Business Tax 
Credit Act (FN) 

02/12/20 - Finance 

SB 756 Sen. Baldwin 

Supplemental appropriation from State 
Excess Lottery Revenue Fund to 
Department of Veterans' Assistance, 
Veterans' Home Fund 

02/12/20 - Finance 

SB 783 Sen. Tarr 
Creating special revenue fund for site 
certification and closing 

02/14/20 - Finance 

SB 806 

Sen. Carmichael (Mr. 
President) and Prezioso 

[By Request of the 
Executive] 

Supplemental appropriation out of federal 
funds in Treasury to DOT 

02/17/20 - Finance 

SB 815  Sen. Blair 
Removing residency requirement for 
Commissioner of DOH 

02/17/20 - 
Transportation and 
Infrastructure 

SB 819  Sen. Cline 
Relating to DOH management of Coal 
Resource Transportation roads 

02/17/20 - 
Transportation and 
Infrastructure 
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